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Balaka Parish in Malawi inaugurates New Church

BALAKA, Malawi - On 12th July, 2025, St. Louis Montfort-Balaka Parish in Malawi
began a new chapter of faith with a ceremonious inauguration of St. John Paul II church.
The church was inaugurated some miles away from the main parish.

The inauguration is a significant development which marks the increase in number of
the faithful in the parish. For years, the members of this community had to travel
considerable distances to attend services at the main parish. The increase in number of
the faithful in the area and the provision of free land to build a church by a local
benefactor emerged as signs of a firm and mature Christian community. This prompted
the parish and the diocese of Mangochi at large to grant the community a place of
worship of its own. With the establishment of this church, the parish has brought a
center for spiritual nourishment closer to the faithful. St. John Paul II church will serve
as a direct point for pastoral care to the Christians.

The ceremony for the inaugural Mass which took place under a partially grass-thatched
and partially iron-sheeted hut was marked by joyous hymns and fervent prayers. In the
homily, Fr. Samuel Satiele, the Parish priest of St. Louis parish, emphasized the need
for the Christians to give proper reverence to the newly consecrated place of worship
despite its poor condition. He encouraged Christians to take part in the new
development of this church, commending that the consecration of the church had made
it a dwelling place of God that offers a more accessible intimate space for worship and
spiritual growth to the believers.

The newly appointed chairperson of the church and other long-time residents of the
community expressed their joy for the church that had now come closer to them. They



commented that the church will foster regular attendance of prayers and continuity of
faith within families because children will be able to walk to service. Beyond having a
holy place to serve the needs of the soul, the members of the community made a call
for community partnership that aims at transforming their community. A partnership
that will not only feed the soul, but also heal the body and enlighten the mind.

While there is a need to build a good structure of the church building which is the
primary goal of the community, the community of believers along with St. Louis
Montfort Parish envisions a future where this new center becomes a hub for integral
community development. To truly serve the holistic needs of its believers and perhaps
the surrounding communities at large, the parish extends a heartfelt invitation to other
communities of faith, organizations, and benevolent individuals to partner in an
ambitious undertaking of establishing a good-structured church building and other vital
structures such as a school and a hospital. Beside the need for a good church building,
there is indeed another need for the provision of a hospital and a school on the church
grounds. A health clinic which remains a significant challenge in the area would provide
much-needed medical services directly benefiting not only church members but also the
entire surrounding population. A school established alongside the church would offer
accessible education to children who face barriers to schooling. The members of the
community promise undying collaboration with all the partners who are willing to work
with their community.

The opening of St. John Paul II church is a testament of faith and generous response of
the believers to the good news. To them and for them, we may say with Apostle Paul
that “we also thank God for this, that when you received the word of God, which you
heard from us, you accepted it, not as the word of men, but what it really is, the word
of God, which is really at work in you believers” (1 Thess, 2:13ff). Indeed, such a
response of faith marks the dawn of a new journey of faith which is envisioned to be
complemented by robust health and education opportunities for community building.
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